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Instruction to students: 

Answer three of the five questions. Answer each question in a separate answer-book and make sure 

they are numbered correctly. 

1. Explain why the on-site effects of erosion are the burden of the land user while the off-

site effects are the burden of society as a whole. (100) 

2. Describe the mechanics of the detachment and transport of sediment particles by 

rainsplash and runoff. (100) 

3. Describe both the indirect and direct regulatory effects of vegetation on soil erosion.

 (100) 

4. The Universal Soil Loss Equation simply multiplies together six factor values. There is 

however considerable interdependence between these variables.  Write an essay 

substantiating this statement. (100) 

5. “The history of land degradation in South Africa illustrates that it is a complex issue 

involving many cause-and-effect-loops deeply rooted in social economic history” 

(Clarke, 2002: 228). Critically discuss this statement. (100) 

 


