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ANSWER SECTION 1 AND SECTION 2

SECTION 1: ALL QUESTIONS ARE COMPULSORY.

1. Briefly explain the content, implications and limitations of the “Tens Rule” in
Invasion Biology. (25)

2. What are the main differences between fish invasions and the better known
terrestrial plant and animal invasions? Briefly explore the reasons for these
differences. (25)

3. Name one key trait which differs significantly between invasive and non-invasive
plants, and provide examples of species alien to South Africa in either category.
(25)

4. Describe an emerging ecosystem in the Durban area, mentioning major invasive
species that are part of it, and their origin. (25)

SECTION 2: ANSWER TWO OF THE ESSAY-TYPE QUESTIONS BELOW.

5. Write an essay comparing natural (along the history of life on Earth) and man-
assisted invasions in terms of frequency, distance, and impacts, and providing key
examples of both. (100)

6. Critically explore the concept of invisibility, providing examples of heavily
invaded and nearly un-invaded habitats in South Africa and around the world, and
explaining what may drive these patterns. 100)

7. Write an essay placing biological control in the context of other methods of
controlling alien invasive species, but also in the context of plant-insect
interactions theory. (100)



